
CLARITY

GREAT             OKAY               POOR 

Diamonds are rated from Flawless (no
inclusions) to Imperfect (inclusions 

visible by the naked eye). Diamonds 
with few or no imperfections 

receive the highest clarity 
grades.

 

YOUR GUIDE TO BUY  

THE PERFECT DIAMOND
These are the criteria jewellers use when grading
diamonds and they are the ones you will need to

understand to buy the right diamonds for you because
the 4C's will make your diamonds look stunning and get

you the value for your investment. 
 

D      J     M     C    P     

COLOUR

 Diamonds with a poor colour grade can appear slightly
yellow instead of the desired brilliant white, which

represents the highest colour grade quality.
 

The colour of a white diamond is graded
on a scale from D-Z; D represents the
colourless side of the scale, whereas Z
marks the end point of the light yellow
colour range.
 

The higher the clarity grade, 
the clearer the diamond will appear,
while a diamond with low clarity
will appear cloudier
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The quality of a diamond’s cut determines the
amount of brilliance, sparkle and fire that a
diamond shows. Grades range 
from ‘Excellent’ 
to ‘Poor.’

IDEAL CUT                    DEEP CUT                 SHALLOW CUT 

CUT

The best return of light and brilliance is achieved
when the cut of the diamond is neither 

too deep nor too shallow.  If a diamond is cut poorly,
it will appear dull even if it has a high color and

clarity grade. If a diamond is cut well, it will reflect
and refract light for maximum brightness and

sparkle

CARAT
Carat denotes the weight of a diamond, not the size.

One reason it’s noteworthy is that the larger a diamond
is, the rarer it is. And the rarer it is, the more valuable it

becomes.

Carat weight does not determine a diamond’s value.
For example, two one-carat stones can vary widely in

price when clarity, color and cut are taken into
consideration. When that is understood, it is clear that

large diamonds of peerless quality are rare.



SHAPES
Diamonds are cut into many different shapes after 
evaluating the available rough diamond carefully to 

maximize its yield.

The shape describes the outline contour of the diamond, 
such as round, oval, rectangle, square, etc. Then the 

specific cut defines the shape further.

These four qualities of a diamond are the key components 
that impact its beauty and structure. The 4C’s interact 

with each other within the diamond. They dictate 
how the diamond appears and how high quality it is. 

As an example, the diamond’s ability to 
reflect light 

back to your eyes 
depends primarily on cut quality but 

also on colour and clarity. 

The four-diamond characteristics are graded by 
professionals on a consistent scale, giving you a tool to 

evaluate diamonds. By reviewing the 4C’s of a particular
diamond, you can better determine if the diamond is of 

high-quality. explains why and how diamond grades 
got created.

https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/4cs-diamond-quality/
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/4cs-diamond-quality/
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/4cs-diamond-quality/

